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Keys callout 
Julie is updating the BICAS Key register so needs notice of any and all keys you hold to any 
spaces and doors at the Arts Centre. 
Please email her the keys (venuemanager@bribieartscentre.com.au) you hold and prompt      
everyone in your working together group to do likewise. 
And if there are any BICAS venue keys you may have lying about at home and not needed, 
please RETURN them to Julie asap. 
No questions asked. 

Please LIKE The Bribie Island Community Arts Centre on Facebook and SHARE our Facebook posts 
among your friends and contacts. 

BRIBIE ISLAND COMMUNITY ARTS SOCIETY INC. 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2020 

IMAGINE  LEARN  CREATE 

Busy as bees on the Mural for Change 
  

Until now, the colour and movement at the Arts Centre has been on the INSIDE. 
 

Now prepare to be blown away by the beautiful art now adorning the OUTSIDE walls.  
The mural on the Matthew Flinders Gallery external walls carries the message Save the Bees. 
It features native flora to Bribie and native bees, who pollenate them, and was completed last 

week by Bribie State High School students and indigenous artist Keisha Thomason              
(Leon Designs), coordinated by BISHS Art teacher Ange Vernardos.  

The project was carried out under the auspice of Murals for Change, a not-for-profit organisation 
founded by a young environmental engineer/influencer/artist/mother, Montana Lower. 

The Murals for Change mission is to introduce young artists to their creative voice in order to 
bring about change in their community. 

Montana was raised in a small country town and recognises the need for projects of this nature 
to expand the horizon for today’s youth. (Continued on page 6) 

Bribie State High art students and                        
Keisha Thomason from Leon Designs painting 

the Arts Centre mural.  

Bribie High School Art teacher 
and mural project coordinator 
Ange Vernardos applying her 
skills to the mural 
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In this final report as BICAS chair-

man, I reflect on thoughts I ex-

pressed at the beginning of this 

year, when I said BICAS had     

experienced a big and busy     

previous 12 months.  

I said 2020 was to be a             

consolidating year. 

It was to be a year of fine tuning 

and revision; to see how far we 

had come and grown with grants 

and improvements implemented 

in 2018 and 2019, such as the 

establishment of the cafe, and the 

changes and step up in pace for 

the Centre. 

Well, that was before the         

pandemic of COVID-19 hit us for 

six – like everyone else in the 

world. 

In March, we shut our doors for 

what was an unknown time. They 

stayed closed for 17 weeks. Much 

of this time was spent  wondering 

and worrying if BICAS would ever 

operate in the same way again.  

Would the artists who come to 

play, create and sell, the          

volunteers, the visitors and the 

exhibiters find somewhere and 

something else to go and to do in 

such a long downtime? Would we 

be forgotten about? Would the 

artists whose exhibitions were 

cancelled, return? Would the 

community hirers of our spaces 

disappear?  

Would our walls, coffers and 

hearts be emptied out?  

Would the fear of public spaces 

and infection spread destroy   

community and communal spirit 

that holds our Centre together? 

Fortunately, behind the scenes, 

volunteers and staffers were  

holding no such pessimistic 

thoughts.  

Hearts and minds were busy   

applying and receiving grant to 

renovate the toilets, new carpet 

was bought and laid, a weekly 

blog was started to keep        

members and volunteers in the 

communication loop. Much    

needed maintenance and     

cleaning took place and some 

new initiatives in on-line selling 

were implemented as the          

imperative for non-contact took 

hold. 

And lo, a new thing happened. 

Artists in downtime became 

even more creative, more     

adventurous and they started 

experimenting and sharing their 

new projects around. Our      

Working Together Groups stayed 

in touch, seeking and finding 

ways to keep connected. There 

was a buzz and an energy      

sustained here, despite the daily 

fearful news of serious illness 

lurking at the edges, families split 

apart and financial hardship.  

Kindness came to our doors. 

Some of the craft groups took up 

a new knitting project for the     

palliative patients at Chermside 

Hospital. Corey, our Cafe chef, 

cooked more than 700 meals 

over four weeks in our kitchen, as 

part of Global Care’s mission to 

feed the struggling and homeless 

on the island. 

We took community to a new    

level.                                                     

In July when we re-opened, we 

held our breath. Thankfully, the 

Government’s jobkeeper and job 

seeker payments sustained our 

staffers, allowing us to hope we 

could restore and revive. 

Happily, I can say we are ok.   

Actually more than ok. The public 

have been beating a pathway to 

our door, the Gallery bookings 

have returned with postponed 

and new interest, the Gift Shop 

traffic is up and the Cafe is ticking 

over very well. 

It’s not the year I thought I’d be 

speaking about. 

It’s been instead our Year of 

Wonders. 

We wondered if we would       sur-

vive, We wondered if we would 

get through safely both  socially 

and financially. 

We wondered if you Members 

would remain true to the Arts 

Centre or find isolation more to 

your creative liking. 

Now, I wonder why we ever 

doubted you. 

I strongly urge you to come to the 

BICAS Annual General Meeting 

here on Sunday October 18 at 

11am. There are a number of 

agenda items of importance to be 

across and to have your say on.  

Now that you have sustained this 

marvellous Arts Centre through 

the hardships of 2020, and 

helped in its recovery, stay      

attached and involved.  

Ask what you can do to    
strengthen and support it, be it an 
hour a week or a fortnight        
volunteering, assisting and      
initiating new activity and ideas 
and being an ambassador for it 
wherever you go.  

From the BICAS Board …..Chair report 2020 

Background: Detail from “Waving not Drowning” in SALT exhibition by Cheryl Mortimer 



 

MATTHEW FLINDERS GALLERY 
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Salt 2: 

September 28 – October 11  
 

Sixteen Bribie artists represent the 
idea of salinity in their work in this 
SALT 2 exhibition. 
They have used a range of media 
and techniques to depict this, from 
painting, printmaking, resin art, 
acrylic pours, marine collage,      
pottery, silk painting, cards and 
jewellery. 
  
“Salt is essential for life and is     
present in vast quantities in the 
seawater that surrounds our    
beautiful island. Its effects on our 
life are everywhere, in the            
salt-encrusted rings it leaves as the 
water evaporates, the rust it        
promotes and the environment and 
creatures it sustains”. 

 
Xpression from Chaos: 

Mixed Media by Stephen Mills 

October 13– 25 
 

 

dedicated to Susan Jacqueline Mills 11/11/1947 – 18/06/2019  
 

Stephen is a mixed media or an experimental artist and 
teacher, who enjoys adding different textures to his work. 
 

His arts practice drives him to seek out many different 
techniques. 
 



MATTHEW FLINDERS GALLERY 
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Ikigai    
A Reason for being … 

A joint exhibition of the love, life and philosophy of Lizzie Connor and Ange Vernardos 

October 27 – November 7 



  

Diane Carter 
Born in England, Diane Carter spent 50 years in Rhodesia / 

Zimbabwe before coming to Australia in 2007. 

She came to Bribie Island in August 2015. However, it took 
her over a year to pluck up courage to enrol in an art class, 

thinking she wouldn’t be good enough. 

She has dabbled with art throughout her life and is largely self
-taught. In January 2017 Diane joined U3A,    
enrolling in various classes from pencil drawing 
and acrylic painting to mixed media. Towards the 

end of 2019 Diane moved to the Arts Centre. 

 Enjoying ‘playing with art’, Diane teaches       
beginners in a ‘Slap and Giggle’ class there, 
which starts with a glass of bubbles to loos-
en creative juices!!! She is also part of the 

Creative Arts Working Together Group. 

Diane is experimenting with different media. 
She works mainly in acrylics and mixed me-
dia and has started using oils, all of which 
she enjoys. She is trying to develop her own 
unique style but hasn’t yet quite discovered 

what it is!!!. 

  Artists of the Month October 
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Our Portrait & Figure Art Group might be for you. 
 
This working together group is for experienced, emerging or beginner artists whose passion is 
the human face and body.  All mediums are acceptable including oil, acrylic, watercolour,  
pencil, charcoal, collage or digital. 
  
While this group does not offer tuition, more experienced artists may offer advice if they so 
wish. This is a great opportunity for a group of like-minded artists to get together and           
exchange ideas and friendship.   
And for workers, the hours are compatible, as the group meets          
 at the Arts Centre studio 2 on Wednesdays 5 – 7pm. 
  
Cost 
BICAS members to pay $4 per week. 

Non members pay $11 per week 

$2 toward tea or coffee 

For more information, contact Gaye Tait 
on 0401 399 021 or 
email: taitdfandgm@bigpond.com  
 
Gaye, Ann and Nada from the Portrait & Figure Art Group  
welcome new members  

Meet Diane over FREE morning tea at 
the Centre, Friday October 9 at 
10.30am: 

Places strictly limited so book quickly 
on 3408 9288. 
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Volunteer of the Month  Ann Sweeney 

Continued from Page 1 …… Mural for Change  
 Murals for Change designs will not always be about Bees, but this topic is appropriate for 

Bribie Island. 
MFC has a friendship and powerful liaison with the Save the Bees organisation in Victoria 

which helped to decide the focus for the design. The message itself is more expansive. 
The  mural talks about humans treading lightly and mindfully on the earth, a world where     

people accept each other and respect nature and all living things. It is about saving the bees, 
but it is meant to inspire an all-encompassing ecological mindfulness and provoke a pro-active 

mindset towards caring for the environment. 
The mural features typography by contemporary artist Keisha Thomason from Leon Designs 
in Brisbane who designed and applied the lettering for the project. Keisha’s modern approach 

to Indigenous motif has added a cultural perspective that symbolises unity and inclusivity  
Other Participating Artists: 

Sara Benson  Charlotte Young  Natalie O’Sullivan 
Kerisha King  Nicole Gulwell  Taylor Rice 

Trinity Cory  Rhes May Campos  Madi Skafte 
 

Videographer 
Cooper from C. Lowe Designs 

Project Design/ Artist/ Co-Ordinator 
Ange Venardo  

 
Mural Paints supplied by Taubmans 

 
Cafe 191 and 
front desk. 
 
Why do you volun-
teer at the Arts Cen-
tre? 
Originally, I became a 
volunteer because of 
my Jobseeker            
obligations. I moved 
back to Queensland  
after living in Hobart for 
22 years.  I was a legal 
secretary for all that 
time and decided I did 
not want to work full 

time anymore.  How lucky was I to find the Arts 
Centre needed volunteers!  I will keep             
volunteering here after I (officially) retire.   
  
What do you do at the Arts Centre? 
I work in the café and also in the gallery – both 
very different atmospheres!  I surprised myself at 
how much I love working in the café, plating up 
the scones, cakes and snacks and dishwashing.  It 
is a fun workplace but can be very busy at times.  
Corey’s coffee is the best on the island after all. 
We all work together as a team with Corey    
keeping us on our toes!  The Gallery is also a joy 
to work in.  Surrounded by the  artworks, regular 

exhibitions and having happy people come to visit, 
it is a pleasure to arrive for each shift.  There is 
always something happening in the Art Gallery!  
  
What do you like about volunteering at the 
Arts Centre?  
The calm and serene atmosphere of the Art     
Gallery, the relaxed vibe in the café surrounds and 
all the lovely people I have been meeting.  One 
day I might even take a class.  
  
Why would you recommend others to        
volunteer at the Arts Centre? 
Volunteering at our Arts Centre has been very 
positive way for me to settle into my new life on 
Bribie.  It is a great way to meet people and be a 
part of such a fantastic Centre.  
  
Do you practise art yourself?   
I would love to be an artist but alas not sure of 
any hidden talent.  I love taking photos and    
specialise in sunrises.  I am looking forward to 
exploring the different classes the Arts Centre 
provides next year.  
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Around the Centre 

One of our highest selling exhibitors recently, artist Molly 
Galpin, chats with a visitor to the “Art in Motion” exhibition 
she shared  with the Tuesday Creative Artists group.  
Some of the Tuesday 
Creatives’ paintings. 
Molly attended the gallery 
nearly every day of the 
exhibition and gave 
demonstrations of her  
reverse acrylic technique 

with which she makes gorgeous glass bowls, vases 
and 
plates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “Print-ed”  exhibition was a     
stunning mix of mono prints,           

collagraphs, lino prints, gelli printing 
and many mixed media 

creations.  Desk volunteer, Trish, 
drawing the winning ticket in the quilt raffle from the 

“Print.ed” exhibition. Winner was Lynne Bell. 
   

Our Leadlighters are always coming up with        
beautiful and interesting ideas. Bob with one of his 
breakfast dishes fresh out of the kiln , Prim’s cute 
fused glass cats and Sheryle’s magpie is a study in 
elegance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the ladies from Gail Grunske’s Felt 
workshop show off  
their creations. 

AROUND THE CENTRE 
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Please volunteer!! 

The Cafe runs well due to the great volunteers on hand. But 
there is always a need for more. 

It’s busy and fun – and your role there will help keep our Arts 
Centre the popular venue that people around the island and be-
yond are praising. 

If you can spare a few hours a fortnight, please contact Julie 
on venuemanager@bribieartscentre.com.au or pick up a BICAS 
Volunteer form at the front desk to complete and return. 

Cafe volunteers Lin, Di and Prim 

October Special 

SMOKED SALMON FETTUCCINE 

with capers, spinach, cherry   

tomatoes and white wine sauce 

$22 

mailto:venuemanager@bribieartscentre.com.au
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Explore bush beauty at BICAS  

PLACES LIMITED 
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Workshops 

 

Learn to create living sculptures and add 
beauty & grace to your home at an 

IKEBANA workshop  
with guru  

LILY KARMATZ 

Saturday October 10, 10am – 4pm 

You will learn how to make two Ikebana-inspired 
arrangements focusing on line, space and form; flowers 
are added thoughtfully as an accent to complete the 
arrangements.   

The creative process involves some construction 
techniques and design ideas on how to use natural 
materials such as leaves, steel grass, vines, palm, 
branches, etc.   

Ikebana expresses the beauty of individuals, empty 
space and asymmetrical form.  Less is more. No 
previous experience necessary. 

BICAS members $50*; non-members $60*, Click here 
to book  Be quick, spaces limited. Class places 

confirmed on payment. 
Suits ages 12 + 

*Workshop Kits including 
floral materials, garden 
scissors, tie wire and a 
ceramic container with 
oasis, are $25 each. Please 
pay Lily on the day of 

workshop. 

More information about Lily and her Ikebana style at www.artislily.com 

 

 

Join this fun 

2-day workshop 

Mixed Media on Canvas 
– copyright Tricia Reust 
with 

Tricia Reust 
Saturday/Sunday November 7&8  

9am- 3.30 
Working on two canvases, this workshop will cover 
techniques such as glazing, printing, stencilling and 
stamping. 
Day 1 will cover basic design principles 
Day 2 painting and dry drawing  
 
Participants will use one smaller canvas (about 25cm x 
30cm) and one 60cm x 75cm, or preferably larger. 
You may wish to add already existing drawings in with 
your collage, or you can 
draw on your canvas (I will 
be doing both). 
The smaller work will be 

completed with a minimal approach, and the 
larger work will incorporate all the techniques. 
Ideally, there’ll be one theme to harmonise the 
work and a repetitive motif eg leaves, birds, 
chooks, fruit  
or, if you prefer abstract, geometric shapes such 
as circles, rectangles, triangles etc.** 

COST: $140 BICAS members; $160 Non-Members. Book Online 

Places strictly limited. 
** Materials list provided. 

Book through BICAS website   https:/./.www.bribieartcentre.com.au/ 



5 Things I Love about Bribie 

Alex Ferguson 

Contemporary Arts Practices group 

When I retired, I spent 5 years travelling around Australia in a         
caravan.  When it was time to put down roots, Bribie was the only 
place that had everything we wanted. 

!. The bridge – I love coming on to the island, seeing the pelicans, the 
Glasshouse Mountains and the boats quietly bobbing on the water –   
I mentally sigh out the world and all its troubles as I come home! 

2. The rare ecosystems that are still hanging on here, with all the  
flowers and birds that they bring.  A walk along the fire trails never 

fails to turn up something special – a wallaby, a flowering bloodwood full of lorikeets and      
honeyeaters, or maybe tiny sundews shining in the sun 

3.  The organizations, and the people in them.  There are so many organizations here with so 
many different focuses.  The opportunities to meet people and take part in community life seem 
endless.  

4. The community of artists – there are so many creative people on the island – they share their 
knowledge and skills, and I am constantly inspired to create  

5. Proximity to Brisbane – about an hour and we can be in the heart of a big city and enjoying a 
very different way of life – after years of big city living it's nice to have a City fix now and again! 
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ALCOHOL INK WORKSHOP    
                                                      
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

with  

 Robin Jensen 
Sunday 22 November 2020......10am-4pm 

at Bribie Island Community Arts Centre 
  

Alcohol inks are fast-drying, highly pigmented, alcohol-based inks 
that are great to use on any hard, non-porous surface  
including glass, metal,  plastic, glass, ceramic, stone, leather and 
polymer clay.  
  

We will be experimenting with many techniques on a wide  
variety of surfaces. You will be able to take home many pieces  
including those items that you bring to class.  
  

All inks, yupo paper, photo gloss paper, isopropyl alcohol & tools 
supplied. A complete list of resources and where to buy them 
from, will be given as a handout to each student. 
  

This is a most enjoyable & colourful workshop! 
  

Cost $75, includes all materials. 
Further details, or to book, please phone Robin on 0421043924 
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Dates to remember OCTOBER        

 

From September 27:  SALT 2 EXHIBITION  Matthew Flinders Gallery until October 11 

October 1: Artist of the Month Diane Carter  

October 3, 9am - 11: Children’s Art Class with Sabine Von Graz 

October 4, 9am – 3pm:  Reverse acrylic painting WORKSHOP with Molly Galpin  

October 9: Artist of the Month morning tea 10.30am. Places strictly limited, Bookings a must 

on 3408 9288 

October 10, 10am – 4: Ikebana WORKSHOP with Lily Karmatz   

October 11, 10am – 3pm: Printed Linen WORKSHOP with Robin Jensen  

October 13: XPRESSIONS from CHAOS EXHIBITION with Stephen Mills, Matthew Flinders 

Gallery until October 25 

October 18, 11am: BICAS AGM Studios 2 & 3. 

October 27: IKIGAI EXHIBITION with Lizzie Connor & Age Vernardos Matthew Flinders Gallery 
until November 7 

Think BIG.  

Banana leaf sculpture Thailand 

Please be sure you are  
FINANCIAL by October 7 
to attend and vote at the 
BICAS AGM on Sunday 

October 18 at 11am. 


