
 

July/August 2026   

BICAS Newsletter 
Hello all, 

 

Coming down from a high of the dazzling success of yet another Matthew Flinders Art 

Prize launch, it's so very satisfying to see the hard work by so many bear fruit. 

The Gallery is full of wonderful works, the crowds are coming and praise and appreciation is 

fulsome. 

The Bribie Community Arts Centre staff and volunteers can once again hold their head high 

for a mission wonderfully accomplished. 

Read all about the MFAP winners and entrants inside. This exhibition runs until August 7. 

 

But it’s not all that’s going on here. 

There's always more than one - more like a dozen - events to look forward to on the Arts 

Centre precinct.  

Like the great workshops by dedicated and skilled tutors, a fascinating book talk on 

Matthew Flinders' connection to Coochiemudlo Island, yoga and meditation opportunities, the  

Potters Soup Night that promises to be a stylish and fun affair, Great Gatsby Style (see 

page 11) a gorgeous Pastels awards exhibition and the upcoming Next Generation Art Prize 

in August, when the young creatives of Moreton Bay City shine on centre stage (see page 6).  

 

Our Cafe 191’s delicious fare and the BICAS Working Together Groups’ creativity top off 

the vibe here.  We love sharing it all with you. See you soon. 

 Julie, Venue Manager  

______________________________ 
Matthew Flinders Art Prize  
 

A round-up of winners, grinners, guests and accessories in 

the pages ahead.  

Thanks to all entrants, organisers, volunteers, judges, 

sponsors and guests for making it SING once again! 

Come see artist demonstrators each day in the Gallery, 

grab a chance in the raffle for a beautiful prize and vote 

for your favorite work in the People’s Choice. 

 

       Art Changeover reminder 
Stock lists in August 2 

Works in August 16 

Hanging August 17 
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Our Prize and Joy: how it all unfolds  

What a night! What a climax! A mix of Bribie ingenuity, community spirit and fun rules for 

the 2026 MFAP. Very blessed to have such talent, drive and kindness in our midst. 

With Steph White and Di Carr at the wheel, pulling all the levers and firing the engines, the 

opening event went off with great success last week. 

It’s the conclusion of work that begins soon after the previous MFAP ends. 

The committee, chaired by Steph, meets to review what went well  - or not –each year and a  

Thank You day follows for the many MFAP volunteers who are the engine that powers it.  

PLANNING 
Then the organising starts in earnest. Monthly meets, entries called for and processed, the 

works turn up, and voila ! the hanging, judging, 

presentation of prizes, judges floor talks and the daily 

Gallery throng, demonstrations by artists, raffle selling, 

all bring a multitude of joy and surprises as compliments 

and sales follow. 

  

SETTING UP 

 
 

 

 

 

JUDGING 
Ronelle 

Reid  and 

John 

Massy with 

Tricia 

Taylor’s 

2026 

winning 

work. 
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Matthew Flinders Art Prize (cont) 
PRIZEWINNERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. 1st prize 

Let the Light in 

by Tricia Taylor 

2. 2nd prize 

Sinuous by Lauren 

Roberts  

3. Highly 

Commended 

Boulder Beach by 

Dellene Strong 

4. Highly 

Commended 

Threatening by 

Trudy Brooks  
5. BICAS 

Members’ Prize 

Surfing in my 

Red Togs by  

Glenda Charles  

6. Matty 

(Hangers’) prize 

Migratory 

Marvel by 

Jackie Kitchen 

 

1 

2 

3 

4
4 

5 

6 5 
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Matthew Flinders Art Prize (cont) 
OPENING NIGHT GUESTS 
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MFAP (cont.)  
FLOOR TALKS 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

VOLUNTEER MOVERS & SHAKERS  

And THANK YOU to our wonderful sponsors who make it all 

possible 
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Exhibitions 
Pastels Society  

August 11 – 23   This exhibition 

features some of the region’s best local 

Pastelists and Australia’s premier artists in 

the Pastel Society of Australia’s Annual 

Awards. 

They’ll also be competing for more than 

$15,000 in prizes across Landscape, Animals, 

Portraits and Figures, Still Life and Abstract 

categories and the Alexandra Awards for 

members who have never won first prize for a 

Pastel painting.  

This exhibition marks the Pastel Society’s 40th 

Anniversary.  

Winners will be announced at the opening at 

1pm Saturday August 15, when there will also 

be a cake cutting to celebrate 40 years of 

promoting and supporting pastel art.  

The national Judge for the Annual Awards, 

Janet Hayes, will conduct a demonstration and 

workshop during the exhibition. Information on these and other free demonstrations can be found on 

the pastel society’s website. www.pastelsocietyofaustralia.com.au   

These are free to all, running 10am-11:30am. The schedule is on the Pastel Society website. 

www.pastelsocietyofaustralia.com.au  

_________________________________________________ 

Next Generation Art Prize 2026 

August 26 – September 12 

 

Calling all youngsters aged 7 to 18 

years with an artistic bent. 

This is your time to shine! 

  

Enter your piece for a chance of 

part of a $6000 prize haul – and be 

displayed in our beautiful Matthew 

Flinders Gallery.  

 

Entries in by August 9. See the 

BICAS website for details.  

http://www.pastelsocietyofaustralia.com.au/
http://www.pastelsocietyofaustralia.com.au/
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Did you know this about Matthew Flinders? 
 

The intrepid BICAS Gallery 

and annual Art Prize 

namesake explorer came 

Bribie way in 1799, landing on 

the island on July 16.  

Matthew Flinders was the 

first white man to sail into 

Moreton Bay and set foot in 

the sand on Bribie.  

Aboard the sloop, Norfolk, 

with his much-travelled cat, 

Trim and aboriginal 

companion, Bongaree, 

25-year-old Flinders was 

searching for big inland 

rivers. He spent 16 days in 

Moreton Bay, 11 days on 

Bribie, where he named the 

Pumicestone River, climbed a 

Glasshouse mountain, but 

failed to find what we now 

know as the Brisbane River. 

There are many tributes to 

and statues of Matthew 

Flinders around the world, 

but the only public figure of 

Bongaree anywhere is the 

sculpture erected by the 

Bribie Island Historical 

Society outside the Seaside 

Museum in 2023. 

 

Flinders circumnavigated and later suggested the name Australia for the great southern 

continent and after more sailing adventures, returned to England where he died in 1814 aged 

42. He had spent more than 20 Julys of his short life searching the oceans. (Thanks to Barry 

Clarke from BIHS for this potted history) 

Flinders surveyed and named many Moreton Bay islands. The story connecting him 

to one of these, Coochiemudlo, is told with great flair by Christine Leonard, now a 

resident of that island. 

Come meet her at the Arts Centre and hear this great story during the 

run of 2026 Matthew Flinders Art Prize exhibition. See details above. 
 



 

Bribie Island Community Arts Centre Newsletter July/August 2026   Page 8 

 

 

Workshops 
There’s a wealth of fantastic classes to pick from in coming weeks. Look here. 

Book quickly, as spaces are limited. 
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Workshops (cont.) 
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Workshops (cont.) 

_______________________ 

Wellness events to support and nurture your spirit 
Beks Thompson presents Sound Medicine 

sessions on August 7 and September 4,  

6.30pm – 9.30pm.  

Book on 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/soundmedicine 

https://events.humanitix.com/soundmedicine
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Forgotten how to relax?                   

Potters’ SOUP NIGHT tickets go  

         fast! Don’t delay. 

_____________________________________________________ 

   Looking for your touch in our  

           Seasoned Gallery 

Calling potters, ceramicists, sculptors, glass and wire artists 

and anyone who works in materials that thrive outdoors; we ‘d love to display and sell your 

works in Seasoned. Think outdoor, terrace, balcony and courtyard items. Contact curator 

Shirley on shbribie@yahoo.com.au 

mailto:shbribie@yahoo.com.au
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Around the Centre 
 

 

1.Jean from the BICAS 
Glass group cuts her 90th 
birthday cake. 
 
2. Karen Ellis from 
Brushes of Bribie WTG 
with her “Knarled 
Embrace’’, which was a 
finalist in the Doyle Art 
Prize in June. It also took 
out the People’s Choice 
prize in the Brushes 
exhibition this year.  
 
3 & 4. Youngsters having 
pottery workshop fun. 
 
5. The glass group 
celebrate  Jean’s 90th. 
 
6. Participants at 
Carrollyn Hennessy’s 
debut mosaic WTG meet 
were delighted with their 
opening work.  
 
7. Marion Breadsell’s 
finished her Cafe 191 
volunteering, leaving 
some sad colleagues and 
customers.  
 
8. SNAP! Great minds 
thinking alike; Steph 
White and Tina Galloway   
had wardrobe 
synchronicity recently. 
 
9. Shirley’s Christmas in 
July glass workshop was a 
merry affair. 
 
10. Marie Walker talking 
about her art work at the 
Desk Volunteers Refresh 
session.  
 
11. The BICAS admin 
crew, Kelly, Sue, Chris, 
Dianne, Stacey, Steph, Di, 
Ros and Julie meet for 
Ros’ birthday morning 
tea. 

1 
2
2 

3 

5
4 

4 

6
6 

7 

8 8 

7 

9 

10 

11 
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Around the Centre (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 – 4. CAP working Together 
Group members having fun 
playing with new ideas.   
 
5 – 12. The lively members of 
U3A Wednesday Painting 
group showing that 
imagination and talent make 
a formidable duo. 

1
1 

2 

3 

4 

“Great things 

are done by a 

series of small 

things brought 

together.” – 

Vincent Van 

Gogh. 

5 

11 

10 

6 

7 

8 

9 

12 



 

Bribie Island Community Arts Centre Newsletter July/August 2026   Page 14 

 

 

Cafe 191  
Bright and buzzing  

every day 

 

 

Musician JD 

is a popular 

cafe addition  

 

 

Tenika (left) and 

Inge are part of the 

jolly Cafe crew 

keeping visitors well 

fed and watered  

 

 

 

Can you offer just a couple of hours a week or a fortnight to join our 

CAFE 191 volunteers? It’s a happy crew and our customers are a delight 

… but there’s more and more of them, stretching our resources.  

If you can lend a hand, even for just a few hours a fortnight, please 

contact assistant manager Ange Strong on  

angesabstractart@gmail.com  
 

mailto:angesabstractart@gmail.com
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Volunteer Spotlight 
JANNINE PARKER 

Front desk   
What do you like about volunteering at the Arts 

Centre?  

I enjoy meeting new people helping out at the front desk. I 

moved to Ningi 17 years ago from Sydney and am still working 

part time in the Bribie area. 

 Why would you recommend others to volunteer at 

the arts centre? There are so many talented people doing 

amazing art work in this area, going by all the wonderful paintings, crafts, and everything 

else at the Arts Centre. The volunteer teams here at the Centre are wonderful. 

Do you practise any art yourself? Not at this time.  

__________________________________________ 

5 things I love About Bribie… 
GERALDINE METCALF  
Front desk 

Studios & spaces hiring manager 
My husband and I moved to Bribie Island in early 2018 and feel so 

privileged to live on this beautiful Island and within a wonderful 

community. 

 

1. Living in Gemlife has brought us immense joy, and the many 

friends that we have made along the way are an added bonus, 

as they are wonderful, generous and kind-hearted. Living in a 

gated community gives us safety and peace of mind as we are 

both retired and do a bit of travelling. There is no more 

having to mow or tend to the garden or worrying about keeping plants alive.  

2. Returning to the Island after a day of being in Brisbane especially when we cross 

the Pumicestone passage. It’s a peaceful experience and gives us a real sense of 

coming home. The surf beach is only a short drive away, so great and accessible for me 

to walk my dog.  

3. There is no need to leave the Island, as most shops and restaurants cater to all our 

needs. Public transport off Bribie is easily accessible and it’s a short drive/ ride to the 

nearest city train. 

4. I very much enjoy volunteering at the Bribie Arts Centre and the new friendships 

I’ve made. I feel useful and valued being able to give back to the community. I also 

volunteer at the Bribie Island U3A and St Vincent de Paul Society online.  

5. Volunteering gives me a sense of purpose, and I find it a totally rewarding activity.  
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Artist of the Month for July  

Bribie Art Trail artists   
Bribie artists present a taste of the works that you can savour and more in their studios on 

the Bribie Art Trail in September. 

_____ 

 

                                         

 

 

 

In August   
 

Photographer Jane Howie featuring  

Studies in Steel and Motion 

 
 

 

Thanks to Benn Nott, who’s 

not only a gun on the hanging 

and maintenance team, but has also stepped in to run the Artist of 

the Month display while its regular manager Sue Osborne recovers 

from back surgery.  His interest is in visual art, particularly the way 

art can communicate ideas, emotion, and experience beyond ordinary 

language. Benn said he was drawn to the Arts Centre because of its strong creative 

community and the opportunity to contribute both practically and artistically.  We’re very 

glad you’re here, Benn! 
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Dates to Remember 
 

JULY 
July 22 9.30am: Meditation for Beginners Arts Centre Boardroom               

July 25 10am: Book Talk with Christine Leonard “Coochiemudlo: A Mariner’s 

Mystery’’.    

July 26 10am: Life Drawing workshop with Terry Wilkinson               

July 26 10am: Christmas in July fused glass workshop with Shirley Heapy         

AUGUST 
August 2 10am: Polymer clay earrings workshop with Robin Jensen   

August 7 6.30pm: Sound Meditation with Beks Thompson    

August 8 1.30pm: Shibori &Indigo Dyeing workshop with Suzanne Sinclair   

August 9 9.30am: Mixed Media workshop with Yvette Fanciulli  

August 9: Danish Cord workshop with Suzanne Sinclair 

August 11: Australian Pastels Society exhibition opens Matthew Flinders  

                                                  Gallery 

August 16 10am: Double needle Coptic bookbinding workshop with Robin  

                                                    Jensen 

August 16: Works in for Arts Centre Painting changeover  

August 17: Art changeover paintings hung  

August 21 5.30pm: Bribie Potters Soup Night 

August 23 10am: Fused lantern glass workshop with Shirley Heapy 

August 30 10am: Fused lantern glass workshop with Shirley Heapy 

August 30 2pm: Art of Rest Mini Retreat Arts Centre Boardroom 

 

 

 

 


